
50 Mining in ihe Dominion. 

having a capital of £500,000 sterling. Ac­
cording 10 ihe prospectus, t he property 
consists of 55 Fquare m>les of freehold 
lands together with t h e mines thereunder , 
and ibe works and buildings thereon. I t 
was THircbai-ed frr £82,000 in cash, and 
.£120,000 -north of fully paid up founders' 
shares. I ur ine the year but 1,069 W s were 
mine d the chief operations being on new 
ground, cutting, exploring trenches, and 
driving adits. 

The blast lurnace, burning charcoal, was 
k e p t running d u r i r g the year, and smel ted 
1,462 tons of meta l from 3,097 Ions of ore. 
The steei works were closeu, and Ihe 
foundry alone was utilized. lsome281 tons 
of ore were shipped to England as a sam­
ple. On an average during the last six 
(months 218 men wei e employed 

" The ore from these deposits is considered 
more than usually Hee fiom sulphur and 
phospuoius. and especially suitable for stee) 
m a k i n g For this purpose t h e company 
which now possesses the property was 
formed, and while t h e y propose to w o ' k 
the m a m bulk of the ore by Siemen 's Direct 
Process for t h e production of iron and 
steel, t hey also intend to erfct two large 
blast furnaces to use coke and produce 
foundry pig Three Siemens furnaces are 
[already built, and they will probably be 
lighted in A p t i l . " . (Report of Dent, of 
Mines) * 

I n the Siemens Process the smelt ing is 
done by t h e combustion of gases in com­
bination, evolving a heat est imated a t 4,000 
Fahrenhei t . The advantages of this pro­
cess for puddling are t ha t the heat can be 
raised to an almost unl imited degree, t h a t 
the flame can be m a d e oxidising, neutral or 
reducing a t will, without inter tering with 
the t empera 'u re , t h a t the in-draught 01 air 
and cutt ing flames are avoided, and tha t 
the gas fuel is free from ashes, dust and 
other impuri t ies . 

Extensive workings are in progress to 
strike and prove the beds, some cf which 
have been found to be 30,40, or even 120 feet 
th ick. 

Freettone. N e w quarries were opened a t 
Wallace and Pictou. F r o m Wallace 4,613 
tons were shipped to United States and 
Prince Edward Island. Filty-five m e n were 
iemployed here . The proprietor (Mr. 
Battye) has built a new wharf, put up a 
hoisting engine, and purchased a steam tug 
to tow vessels in and out. The total ship­
m e n t s from Wal ' ace in 1874 were 6,863 tons, 
worth $23,211. 

Grindstones to the value of $17,102 were 
'shipped. 

Baryteg. This minera l has been found in 
various localities, but only been mined a t 
Five Islands, wiience 208 tons were ex­

por ted . I t is in d e m a n d in t h e United 
(States for t h e purpose cf adulterat ing whi te 
lead. 

Plaster. New quarries have been opened, 
and large sh ipments are being prepared. 
'The exports in 1874 amounted to $104,240. 
1 Salt Salt springs a re k n o w n to exist in 
m a n y places. The opening of the coal 
mines a t Spring Hill, and the completion of 
;the railway, ensuringebeapfuel and transit , 
encourage a further tr ial ol this spring, t he 
brine from which shows l rom 30u to 35° on 
the Sal' meter , equal to one bnshel of salt 
to 72 or 82 gallons of brine. The proportion 
of salt would probably increase wi th depth. 
W i t h cheap fuel, a ton of salt should be 

made for $1 50, the present price a t Halifax! 
being $7.00. ' 

The r- ova Scotia Salt W o r k s Company 
have all the plant for a large business, but 
their wel isare out of order. The brine of 
their wflls shows 35". As the Mari t ime 
Provinces annually consume abou 60,000 
tons of salt, a profitable business migh t be 
done were the works fairly set a-goinu 

JPetroteum. There are shows of petroleum 
in several places. At Lake Ains : ie, Cape 
Breton, a bole was put down 900 feet, and 
yielded, it is said, near ly 100 gallons, after, 
standing for several days. About $20,000 
were expended, and w a n t of funds stopped 
further search 
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All the above information respecting 
m i n e s of Nova Scotia, is t aken l rom 
Repor t of t h e l i e p U o r Mines for 1871. 
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I- YBAR BOOK AND ALMANAC OF CANADA FOR 1870. 


